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PROGRAM NOTES 
Cosi fan tutte is, in my opinion, the most sophisticated of all of 
1v1ozart's operas. The musical and dramatic challenges are formidable and 
require years of study . The score is a compendium of all the major operatic 
challenges . Singer-actors must rise to emotionally complex arias, intimate 
love duets, and intricate ensembles. In addition to the problems presented by 
structural complexities, there is another difficult element: the characters are 
rarely what they seem. The plot is layered with situations requiring 
duplicity and disguise. This project is designed to introduce young singers to 
this supreme work and give them some initial familiarity with the challenges 
it presents. By setting the action in a modern courtroom several objectives are 
accomplished. Contemporary dress eliminates the need for expensive 
furniture, costumes and properties. The device of creating a presiding judge 
who serves as narrator and guide to the proceedings eliminates the need for 
most of the difficult recitative and allows the singers to focus on the arias and 
ensembles . 
I hope to continue this project in order to refine and clarify its 
objectives as a training vehicle. I am only now beginning to realize how rich 
and interesting this format becomes as a method for introducing talented young 
artists to the intricacies of this sublime and inexhaustible work. 
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The School for the Arts welcomes your support to help continue these concerts. 
Further information regarding gifts to the School may be obtained from: The 
School for the Arts Development Office, 855 Commonwealth Avenue, Rm. 202, 
Boston, MA 02215 (617) 353-7293. 
